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January 4, 2023  12:10 p.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Mass of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

(Is. 25: 6a, 7-9; 1 Jn. 3:1-2; Jn 1:35-42) 

Today, our Diocese of Kalamazoo joins with the universal outpouring of 
prayers for the soul of Joseph Aloysius Ratzinger, better known to the world as 
Pope Benedict XVI---the 265th Successor of Peter from 2005 until 2013, and in 
these last 9 years, as Pope Emeritus Benedict, the first Pope in over 600 years to 
“retire” from the Petrine Office.   

Even though he was admired both for his amazing, brilliant intellect, and his 
deep, and clearly evident spirituality, when he breathed his last on the last day of 
2022, he made that final passage from this life into Eternity as a human being 
who, as we all are, imperfect persons, sinners, and a person who is in need of our 
prayers for God’s Mercy on his soul, that he will receive the rewards of his life 
lived for 95 years in this imperfect world.   

That is our first focus in this Mass of Remembrance--- as Isaiah the Prophet 
said so beautifully in today’s First Reading: that our beloved Pope Emeritus 
Benedict will soon experience that “feast of rich foods and well-aged wines” on 
the “holy mountain of the Lord of hosts”.  That the effects of his human death will 
be “swallowed up” through the power of Christ’s Resurrection; and that the Lord 
God “will wipe away the tears from all faces”, both Pope Benedict’s, and for all of 
us who mourn his passing.  But, even in the mourning, we know that the 
transition from this life into Eternal Life was what Pope Benedict longed for, and 
what is our destiny as well, and so, as Isaiah tells us, “let us be glad and rejoice in 
his salvation”. 

Joseph Aloysius Ratzinger seemed destined to have the Paschal Mystery of 
Christ’s suffering, Death and Resurrection be the central focus of his life.  He was 
born on April 16, 1927, which happened to be Holy Saturday that year, and his 
devout parents had him Baptized on that same day.   

A quick reflection on his life in Germany reveals that he grew up in the pre-
Hitler but early Nazi regime, which resulted in many expressions of violence for 
the Church in Germany, some of which Pope Benedict witnessed first- hand.  In 
his teen age years he was already serving in the military, until he entered into his 
Seminary studies.  But thanks to the devout home life of his parents and siblings, 
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and his own religious formation, Benedict early on heard the Lord’s call to “follow 
Him”, and once he began that quest, it became a life-long goal for him to 
encounter the Lord Face-to-face, which he finally was able to do this past 
Saturday.   

The beautiful words we heard St. John teach us in today’s Second Reading, 
words which certainly would have been treasured by Pope Benedict as well, 
remain critically important for all of us to remember: who we are now---“we are 
God’s children now”.  But we also need to constantly remember what comes next: 
“what (who) we WILL be”.  St. John tells us that has not yet been revealed, but his 
insight into that was this: “when it is revealed, we will be like Him (that is, God), 
for we will see Him as He is.”  What a glorious event for Pope Benedict when he 
was able to experience that moment, a moment, which we trust, will now last for 
all Eternity.  That’s the moment, dear brothers and sisters, that we need to keep 
our lives focused on as well.   If there’s one message that we should hear loudly 
and clearly, and one conclusion that we should all hold onto at this moment, it is 
that we too need to “long” to see the Face of God; and the only way for us to do 
that, is to follow Jesus in our lives. 

That’s why today’s Gospel---which is the Gospel of the Day---is so appropriate.  
It captures the “quest for God” that every disciple of Jesus needs to pursue.  It’s a 
life-long quest; it’s one that must always remain primary in our lives.  It begins 
with the two disciples “Beholding the Lamb of God” and following Him.  When 
Jesus notices them, He turns and asks: “What are you looking for?”, and when 
they ask: “Rabbi, where are you staying?”, He answers by inviting them to “Come, 
and you will see.”  That is a “quest” that every disciple---every one of us---needs 
to be on, and it has to begin with the answer we give to Jesus’ question: What are 
you looking for?  What are you looking for in your life?  What are you looking for 
as your purpose---as to what gives you meaning and value in your life?  And the 
only good, and eternally satisfying answer to that question, is to respond to Jesus’ 
invitation to “come and follow Me, and you will see”. 

Of all the accomplishments that Pope Benedict can rightly be praised for in his 
lifetime, I’m quite certain that the one that would be considered by him to be his 
greatest is that he faithfully, constantly, zealously, whole-heartedly and heroically 
continued to follow Jesus.  But perhaps the 2nd greatest of his accomplishments 
might be that he did everything in his power to help bring others to Jesus as well. 

That’s the other beautiful part of today’s Gospel.  Andrew (and most likely 
John, the beloved disciple) didn’t keep this amazing discovery to themselves.  
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Andrew left long enough to go back home to get his brother, Simon, with the 
incredible announcement: “We have found the Messiah”.  And when Jesus saw 
Simon, he looked at him and said “You are Simon, the son of John---you will be 
called Cephas, which is translated Peter.” 

Fr. Joseph Ratzinger spent the first 27 years of his priestly life teaching 
theology in a variety of distinguished German universities.  He was a professor in 
great demand because of his clarity of thought.  One of his earlier works in1968  is 
also one of his greatest, entitled “Introduction to Christianity”.  During those 
years, I was a Theology Student at St. Meinrad School of Theology, and we were 
studying a number of current theologians---Rahner, Kung, von Balthasar, and 
Ratzinger.  They were only names of authors to me in those years, who were 
challenging my mind.   But the one book we studied, the “Introduction to 
Christianity” by Joseph Ratzinger, was different---it was clear, precise, illuminating 
to me.  It excited me and encouraged me to want to pursue more theological 
studies.  It was clear that this author “knew” the One about Whom he wrote.  
That’s what made such a difference to me.  He continually wanted to do exactly 
what we heard that Andrew first did---he wanted to bring his brothers, his sisters, 
all people---to come to know Jesus. 

In 1977, when Fr. Ratzinger was only 50 years of age, Pope St. Paul VI 
appointed him to be the Archbishop of Munich, and then 3 months later, named 
him a Cardinal. The very next year, Cardinal Ratzinger was in the Conclave to elect 
Pope St. John Paul I, and within a month after that, he helped to elect Pope St. 
John Paul II. 

It would be another 27 years until the next Conclave, when Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger’s name was changed forever when he was elected Pope, taking the 
name of Benedict XVI, ----the 265th Successor to Peter.  Throughout those next 8 
years until his historic announcement of his retirement from the Office of Peter, 
and for the remaining 9 years of his life after that until his death this past 
weekend, he continued to do everything in his power to bring the world to “come 
and see, know, and love Jesus”.   

There’s a new book about to be published which is a collection of Pope 
Benedict’s greatest writings; the book will be called: “God is Always New”.  In the 
introduction to this new collection written by Pope Francis, he wrote:  “Benedict 
XVI did theology on his knees in prayer.”  I found that sentence to be particularly 
insightful.   It reminds me of our Blessed Mother, who as we heard just this past 
Sunday on the Solemnity of Mary’s Motherhood, that she “constantly reflected on 
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all these things in her heart”.  She prayed about what was happening; she 
pondered it, mulled it over, and kept always trying to grasp the implications of 
what God was doing in her life.  That’s what a true “study of theology” is all 
about.  For Benedict, the study of theology, the pursuit of coming to know God, 
was not an academic pursuit alone; it was his life-long, spiritual quest.  

That life-long quest has now been ended.  Joseph Aloysius Ratzinger, also 
known as Pope Benedict XVI, now knows for certain “what and who he will  be--- 
he now sees God as He is.”  

In his “spiritual testament” that he left the world, we would do well to heed 
his encouragement: “What I said earlier of my compatriots, I now say to all who 
were entrusted to my service in the Church: ‘Stand firm in the faith! Do not be 
confused! ….. Jesus Christ is truly the Way, the Truth and the Life----and the 
Church, in all her shortcomings, is truly His Body.” 

His 95 years in this world, his 71 years as a Priest, his 45 years as Bishop and 
Cardinal, his 8 years as Holy Father, his 9 years as Pope Emeritus---his entire life 
was summed up in 4 words, whispered in the middle of the night just hours 
before he left this world:  “Lord, I love you.” 

Today, we Remember Pope Benedict XVI and pray for his immortal soul.  But 
we also give Thanks for his long and faithful life.  May we continue to follow Jesus 
in our lives, and to bring Him to others in all that we say and do.  


